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" You can tell Mm that it's a matter of a great task,
for which Peyrouton, the embodiment of energy, is indis-
pensable.*'
" Then there's Thierry ! You know very well we can't
touch him."
" I'll look after that, leave it to me/' said M. Baudouin
peremptorily.
te But who is to replace Leger ? "
" Baudouin," cut in an imperious voice.
" Would you accept ? "
" There's no question about it," replied the same voice.
" Any way, we should have a man of our own there ! "
" Look out! " said someone gently. " You can't touch
Corbin. In the first place Leger would not consent to
replace him. ' Either I have fulfilled my task badly/ he
will say to you, ' in which case put me on the unattached
list; or I have fulfilled it well, and must remain where
I am. In no circumstances would I consent to the removal
of M. Corbin from London, where he is persona gratissima
and the right man, with a prestige won for him by his
qualities, and which he would not find waiting for him in
Rome, where he would have everything to conquer/ "
That day, while promising themselves that they would
return to the charge, they went no further. They had put
out feelers in the direction of some American papers. The
telegraphic censorship stopped them. So they decided
to await forthcoming better days before putting into
triumphant execution a plan whose purpose was becoming
clearly defined.
This plan was naturally M. Baudouin's, and it was,
moreover, approved, supported and desired by someone to
whom I have as yet made but discreet allusion.
The role played by this person was already preponderant,
Paired and interlaced with that of M. Baudouin, it would
become decisive, capital.
Let us venture to scrutinize the faces of these two.